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Physical Landscape in the film Aguirre, Wrath of God (Werner Herzog, 1972)
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In this film Aguirre, Wrath of God, the physical landscape is not just a backdrop but it plays a significant role. The desolation images in the desert are a metaphor of a doomed expedition and efforts of establishing a civilization in South America. As time progresses, the party goes through aggregate mental and physical breakdown in the face of a surrounding  that is indifferently harsh. 
The use of physical landscape by the film reveals numerous film-maker’s ideological enhancive peculiarity about the intended implication and significance of the legendary location shoot. The filming of the movie in the Peruvian jungle positions  colonial re-enactment in that specific region, which was abrogated by the true Spanish masters in the past, for about four hundred years plus years before and also assessing the effect of the film maker’s approach to history that is notorious and openly lax. 
The use of physical landscape in the film illustrates the theme of intense obsession, which is displayed in the relentless search for lost cities and gold. The notion of an individual searching for a lost city is in the bloodstream of Werner Herzog due to the fact that his grandfather was archeologist who found Asklepieion, which is the location of an ancient hospital in Greek that others had searched out for many centuries without success (Russell, 2021).  The actors of the film pass through many hardships in search of the lost city (Eldorado) without giving up.
If given an opportunity to remake this movie, I would handle the physical landscape slightly different from this filmmaker. Notably, based on the fact that physical landscape and movies are social constructions that majorly depend on perception and vision for definition, I would use landscape to establish an intimate bond that will enable the viewers to have a sense of place and culture. This can be achieved through the use of theater metaphors and texts in the exploration of different landscaped functions in a film. 
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